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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 
HELD IN ARDEN HALL, CASTLE BROMWICH 

ON WEDNESDAY 9TH NOVEMBER 2011 
AT 19.30 HRS 

 

Those present: 

Chairman:  Cllr A Terry  
Councillors: Cllr Mrs. P Allen 

Cllr M Hayes  
[except part Item 10] 

Cllr Mrs. A Haywood 
Cllr E Hicks 
Cllr J Riordan 

Cllr Mrs. L Smith 
Cllr J Whelan 
Cllr Mrs. B Wilkins 

Officers: Mrs. C Tibbles, Clerk to the Council/RFO  

Public:  None. 

 
1. Apologies. ACTION 

The apologies from Cllr J Horne-MacDonald were noted for the reason given.  The 
Chairman welcomed new members to the meeting. 

 

2. Declarations of pecuniary or other interests.  

None declared.  

3. Minutes of the previous Meeting.  

ON THE PROPOSITION of Cllr Riordan, SECONDED by Cllr Whelan, IT WAS 
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meetings held on 
Wednesdays, 26th September and 12th October 2011, having been circulated, be signed 
as a true and correct record of the meeting. 

 

4. Planning Applications.  

The Planning Applications received since the last meeting were considered. 10/11 

Application 

No Applicant Location Type 

Recommendation to the Borough Council   

2011/1613 Mr M Uddin 11 Chestnut Drive 

Minor  Full 

Application 

Could be approved subject to any neighbours comments but Council disapprove of the lofty 

disregard for planning regulations with this retrospective application.  

5. Working Parties and Steering Groups.  

No meetings had been held.  

6. Residents’ Concerns.  

Members noted the circulated information.  The Chairman reported that he had visited 
the site of the ‘loud’ bus stop previously causing concern and hoped that the problem 
had been sorted.  

 

7. Training.  

No requests had been received.  New details were tabled on the valuable Financial 
Clinic run by Peter Lacey, which would be circulated to all members.  The Clerk was in 
the process of writing her report on the recent SLCC national conference but this was 
not completed due to other civic events currently taking higher priority. 

 
 
 
 
 
14/12 

8. Affordable Housing Strategy.  

Following discussion and careful consideration, ON THE PROPOSITION of Cllr 
Riordan, SECONDED by Cllr Hayes, IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED 
that the council believed affordable housing should be provided as there were 
concerns for young people of this parish, although it was acknowledged that Castle  

 
 
Clerk 
11/11 
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Bromwich had no available space and would be unable to accommodate such 
developments.  Therefore the developer contribution as outlined in section 5 would be 
the acceptable alternative.  

ACTION 

9. Financial Regulations – Tender Threshold.  

Members noted the advice from WALC to increase the tender threshold from £20,000 
to £50,000 and the advice from the Clerk that the financial regulations were overdue 
for review, in conjunction with all Standing Orders and the process to follow.  ON 
THE PROPOSITION of the Chairman, SECONDED by Cllr Mrs. Haywood, IT 
WAS UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED that at the November meeting, the Council 
be asked to amend Standing Order 77, section 1(e), 2 and 3(a) and in line with Standing 
Order 80, this matter stand adjourned without discussion to the December meeting.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Council 
30/11 &  
21/12 

10. Boiler Replacement – Arden Hall.  

Members noted the verbal update from the Clerk on the emergency inspection on the 
boiler.  Although remedial works were recommended for the ceiling, the engineer had 
confirmed that the boilers were not contaminated with asbestos.  Quotations had been 
urgently sought and the Clerk would take prompt action using delegated powers.  

 
 
 
 
Clerk 
Asap 

11. Picnic in the Park.  

Members noted the working party report showing the plans by the Youth Council.  
After clarification and consideration, ON THE PROPOSITION of Cllr Hayes, 
SECONDED by Cllr Riordan, IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED that 
byelaw 12 be suspended for one day only to allow controlled trading to take place at 
the event on 4th June 2012 and that access be allowed to the special events budget set 
aside by the Council.  The Clerk was asked to notify Alison Lush of the event, who 
was co-ordinating SMBC Diamond Jubilee and Olympic information.  Cllr Hicks 
suggested the Youth Council could contact the Barons at Solihull Ice Rink and also 
consider adding a mobile climbing wall to the attractions for the Picnic. 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
Jan.12 
 
 
 
 
 
YPC 
Jan 12 

12. Communities and Local Government – Code of Recommended Practice for 
Local Authorities on Data Transparency. 

 

Members noted with interest the recommended code and the information given by the 
Clerk.  As current technology within the council required updating, IT WAS 
RESOLVED that the code be reviewed the following summer when an action plan 
could be drafted. 

 
 
 
 
FGP 
07/12 

13. Boundary Commission Review.  

Cllr Whelan reported on his attendance at the hearing and the other presentations he 
and the Clerk had heard.  Following discussion, IT WAS RESOLVED that the 
Council should continue to raise public awareness and encourage responses to be 
made to the Boundary Commission.  Previous flyers should be updated to show the 
deadline of 5th December and a bulleted list of key points for objections to be covered 
would be produced and distributed widely.  In addition, this would be placed on the 
Parish Council website with earlier than usual publication of the draft minutes.  
Members also undertook to approach local groups at Arden Hall and felt it would be 
helpful to place a display in the foyer to publicise the implications of the proposals. 

 
 
 
 
 
Asst Clerk 
Urgent 
 
 
Clerk 
11/11 
 
Members 
asap 

14. Clerk’s Report.  

Members noted that assistance might be sought for the specification for an updated 
computer network.  Arrangements were mostly in hand for the Remembrance Parade, 
with help being needed with some matters, although it was sadly noted that the 
advance closure notices appeared to have been stolen.  Members were reminded of the 
Budget Working Party for 2 pm on Wednesday 16th November in the York Room.  
The SAC workshop on 5th November had been most valuable she would be helping  
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with a document review.  The Youth Council badges had arrived and Cllr Mrs. Allen 
undertook to distribute them before the Parade on Remembrance Sunday and Cllr 
Hiley undertook to assist with other distributions at the March.  A document on the 
Planning Portal had been received and would be listed on the next agenda under 
communications.  The Clerk recommended that members read the National Planning 
Policy Framework and one copy would be circulated by members and returned at the 
full council meeting if possible.  The website had been reviewed and updated with the 
Youth Council details being relocated to their own section.  Mr. Steven Hayes from 
Centro had offered to return to speak to the parish council again at a future meeting 
and it was suggested that he be invited to the Annual Parishioners Meeting next May.  
There would be a Staff Panel meeting taking place on 16th November to consider 
topics requested by the council.  Cllr Mrs. Allen reminded members that volunteers 
were needed to sell Carol Concert tickets on 19th November and the Chairman urged 
members to volunteer to sell poppies in 2012 as more help was needed locally.   

ACTION 
 
 
PA 
13/11 
 
 
 
IH 
13/11 
 
 
Members 
Asap 
 
 
 
 
 
Asst Clerk 
Dec.11 
 
 
AT 
19/11 
 

 


