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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
LEISURE SERVICES COMMITTEE 

HELD IN 
ARDEN HALL, CASTLE BROMWICH 

ON WEDNESDAY, 5TH SEPTEMBER 2018 
AT 7.30 PM 

 

Those present:  

Chairman Cllr K Shaw 

 
Councillors  
Cllrs Mrs P Allen   
Cllr Ms J Ward                 
Cllr Mrs R Shaikh   
Cllr A Feeney     

Cllr J Riordan                     
Cllr M Rashid                                                               
Cllr M Strong 

Officers         Mrs D Weir 
                     
Public        9                                 

1. Acceptance of Apologies for absence. 
Schedule 12 of the Local Government Act 1972 requires a record to be kept of the 
members present and that this record form part of the minutes of the meeting.           
Apologies received from Cllr Knibb and Cllr Mrs Haywood RESOLVED: that the 
apologies given be accepted. 
2. Declarations of Pecuniary or conflict of interests. 
Members are asked to declare interests in items on the agenda, in accordance with 
Section 94 of the Local Government Act 1972, Section 106 of the Local Government 
Finance Act 1992 and Section 27 of the Localism Act 2011.  There were no interests 
declared. 
3. Dispensations. 
None requested. 
4. Exclusion of the Press and Public 
The Parish Council may exercise their right to exclude the public and press by 
resolution from a meeting due to the confidential nature to be discussed pursuant to 
section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.  The Committee 
is asked to discuss excluding the press and public for any item. 
5. Minutes of the previous Meeting.  
The Minutes of Meeting held on 5th July 2018 had been circulated.   
RESOLVED: that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 4th July 2018 be approved, 
6. Questions from Councillors. 
Cllr Mrs Allen asked if the Parish Council had consented to advertisements being  
displayed at the Cricket Ground.  The Acting Clerk advised she was not aware of  
any Council policy with regard to this and that she would include this on the next  
Council Agenda for consideration.  The Chairman and Cllr Feeney advised that  
they would like to attend any forthcoming WALC training sessions for members  
and Chairmen.     
Prior to Public Participation commencing, the Chairman reminded members that  
Public Participation was restricted to 15 minutes. 
7. Questions from the Public. 
Residents referred to the ban on dogs and the Council’s decision to allow dogs off 
leads for 2 hours in the morning.  They also queried what time the park opened as 
they were waiting to gain access and some mornings the gates were open at 8.15 
am and other mornings at 8.30 am particularly if they were present to walk their 
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dogs off leads and waiting to gain access at 8.30 am.  An update was provided 
with regard to the Hearing Aid Loop and the Chairman advised that a Microphone 
and speaker would be provided for the next meeting. A resident queried the CCTV 
cameras on Birmingham Road and he was advised that these were the 
responsibility of the Borough Council.   
Local Residents were in attendance to thank the Parish Council for taking action to 
restrict the times that dogs are off the lead in the park, advising that this made it a 
lot safer for young children and park users.  She advised that no dog owner could 
guarantee that their dog was not going to attack another dog or person.    With 
regard to other matters raised, the Chairman advised that he would speak to the 
wardens.  Residents complained about the extent of dog fouling at Bradford 
Gardens.  A resident asked if the war memorial could have some colourful 
planting.  The Chairman advised that the War Memorial was on the Agenda. 
The Chairman thanked residents for attending to raise their concerns and opened 
the meeting at 8.00pm.  
8. Hall Manager’s Report 
The Hall Manager was absent. 
9. Recreation ground – Dogs off Leads 
Following consideration of issues raised during public forum and also a request for 
a period when dogs could be walked off leads in the evening, members had regard 
to the early closing of the park in the autumn and IT WAS RESOLVED: that this 
item be deferred to the next Leisure Services Committee Meeting for further 
consideration. 

10.Spencer Hall – Heaters.  

This item was deferred to the end of the meeting. 
11. Spencer Hall – Hearing Aid Loop.  
Members noted the position in that electrical work had ceased pending other work  
which had to be undertaken.   
12. Bromford Lions – fees for additional matches.  
IT WAS RESOLVED: that this item be deferred to the next Leisure Services 
Committee Meeting. 

13. Tree Surgery – The Village Green / Recreation Ground  
The Chairman proposed this item be deferred to the end of the meeting and this was  
agreed. 
14. The Village Green  
This item was deferred to the end of the meeting. 
15. Bromford Lions – Garage  
IT WAS RESOLVED: that this item be deferred to the next Leisure Services  
Committee Meeting. 
16. Recreation Ground - Play equipment – lottery Funding.  
Cllr Feeney updated members on recent Working Party Meetings and the  
forthcoming meeting he would be attending with an External Funding Officer to  
pursue funding for the playarea and that a recommendation for the playarea would  
be made to the next meeting for approval and a budget to be allocated.  
17. Recreation Ground – Bikes   
IT WAS RESOLVED: that this item be deferred to the next Leisure Services  
Committee Meeting. 
18. Pavilion – Refurbishment.  
Cllr Strong advised that the kitchen refurbishment was almost complete, there had 
been a delay with the electrics and wall cupboards had still to be fitted, but it was 
envisaged that all work would be completed by the end of September. 
19. Arden Hall – Frontage  
Members considered the quotation for remedial work to be undertaken to the frontage 
of Arden Hall.  It was felt that the 2 metre gap between posts should be reduced. 
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IT WAS RESOLVED: that this item be deferred to the next Leisure Services 
Committee Meeting for clarification on various issues to be sought. 
20. Noticeboard – Village Green  
Members noted that a quotation had been provided which had been accepted by the 
Parish Council’s Insurance Company for a replacement noticeboard, however, at the 
last meeting, Cllr Mrs Allen had raised whether the noticeboard to be replaced was an 
adequate specification and a further quotation had been obtained for the noticeboard 
to incorporate doors on the front and rear.  Cllr Mrs Allen proposed that the first 
quotation be accepted as Cllr Beechey had agreed to fit all the doors to the front and 
rear of the noticeboard.  
IT WAS RESOLVED: that this item be deferred to the next Leisure Services 
Committee Meeting for clarification on various issues. 
21. Grounds Maintenance  
Cllr Mrs Allen advised that she had requested this item be included on the agenda as 
she had been told by the wardens that the contractor had not rolled the football 
pitches for 2 years.   
IT WAS RESOLVED: that this item be deferred to the next Leisure Services 
Committee Meeting to enable enquiries to be made. 
22. Youth Council Bench  
The Acting Clerk advised that she had accepted the quotation for the bench to be 
installed and would check when this was likely to be. 
23. War Memorial Gardens  
Following praise for the war memorial garden at Meriden, the Acting Clerk advised 
she would make enquiries with Meriden Parish Council regarding the upkeep of their 
war memorial. 
Cllr Feeney advised that the Working Party for the playarea covered review of green 
spaces and IT WAS RESOLVED: that this item be deferred to the next Working Party 
Meeting for the playarea.  Cllrs Shaw and Mrs Shaikh to be invited to attend the 
meeting and to look at volunteers undertaking work to the memorial garden.   
24. Solihull MBC – offer of bulbs for residents  
Cllr Mrs Allen advised that she had asked the Borough Council for bulbs for the Parish 
Council to plant, but unfortunately these were only available to residents to plant 
directly under street signs.  Cllr Feeney advised that he had already requested bulbs 
which he was going to plant under his local street signs. 
IT WAS RESOLVED: that the following item be considered under confidential terms,  
the Chairman closed the Meeting and went into confidential session..  The Chairman 
re-opened the Meeting.. 

10.Spencer Hall – Heaters 
Following consideration of quotations and discussion, IT WAS RESOLVED: that the 
quotation provided by Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council Property Services Team 
be accepted for the heaters to be tested. 

13. Tree Surgery – The Village Green / Recreation Ground  
Following consideration of the quotation provided by the Council’s Tree Surgeon, and 
discussion of the circumstances, IT WAS RESOLVED: that the quotation provided by 
Midland Forestry Ltd in the sum of £480 for tree surgery to the trees at the sides of the 
Workshop Theatre be accepted.  The remaining quotation for work to trees at the 
Green be deferred to the next Leisure Services Committee Meeting.  The Acting Clerk 
to arrange a meeting with the tree surgeon to look at the trees at Whateley Green, the 
Chairman to be invited to attend. 
The Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.30 pm. 
 

 


