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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
LEISURE SERVICES COMMITTEE 

HELD IN ARDEN HALL  
ON WEDNESDAY, 5TH DECEMBER 2018 

AT 7.30 PM 
 

Those present: 

Chairman Cllr K Shaw 

  Councillors    
                                    Cllr M Strong                     
      Cllr Mrs J Ward             
                                   Cllr J Riordan   
                                   Cllr S Beechey                

Cllr Mrs Allen                             
Cllr E Knibb 
Cllr Mrs A Haywood          
 

   Officers:        Mrs D Weir 
                             

Public 3                 

1. Apologies. 

Cllrs Feeney, Rashid and Mrs Shaikh  

2. Declarations of pecuniary or conflict of interests.  

None declared.  

3. Dispensations.  

None requested.   

4. Exclusion of the Press and Public 
The Chairman advised that the Parish Council may exercise it’s right to exclude the 
public and press by resolution from a meeting due to the confidential nature to be 
discussed.  Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act1960 

5. Minutes of the previous Meeting.  
RESOLVED: the Minutes of the meeting held on 7th November 2018 be approved. 
There were 3 abstentions.     Local Government Act 1972 Sch 12 para 41(1).  
6. Questions from Councillors. 
The Chairman read a report on the recent Abba Tribute Night.  He advised that the 
Tribute Night had been organized by himself, Cllrs Beechey and Mrs Allen and he 
hoped this would have the support of the members as the profit was for the benefit 
of the hall and user groups, and would go towards new curtains for the hall. 
He advised that a bank account had been set up which the income from the two 
events had been paid into.  Three signatures was required for a withdrawal.  The 
Acting Clerk asked if the Account was in the name of Supporters of Arden Hall as 
per the insurance cover, however, the Chairman advised he was not aware of this 
and he understood the account was in the individual names of the members who 
organized the events.   
7. Questions from the Public. 
A resident from Castle Hills Drive queried the opening of the gate by Stoneymoor 
Road which was closed at weekends and the gates at Hungerfield Road.  She 
advised that it was a long way for little dogs to walk to the main entrance to the park 
on Water Orton Road.  The Chairman advised that this item was on the agenda for 
discussion.  She also referred to the times which dogs were allowed off leads in the 
park and requested a review for night walkers to be able to walk their dogs off leads, 
however, members had regard to the early closing time of the park during the 
winter.  Other residents were present to raise similar issues, in particular reference 
to a resident who was registered blind and whose dog needed exercise and he 
could not take his dog to the park before 10.30am.  The resident advised that she 
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had been in touch with a member and understood that he would be putting forward 
a suggestion that the park reverts back to it’s status quo with the removal of the 
restriction for dogs to be kept on a lead after 10.30 am.  The Chairman asked if the 
resident did not have a relative or friend who could walk his dog for him before 
10.30 am.  Alternatively, there was also Hob Farm where dogs could be exercised 
off a lead during the day.  The local resident advised that neither of these 
suggestions were practical.   
A local resident referred to the Council’s proposal to obtain a Pat Testing kit and 
requested an update. The Acting Clerk advised that the administration 
arrangements for this were still to be agreed.  
The local resident referred to his experience of running bars and the external bar 
management company appointed by the Parish Council and he asked whether the 
Parish Council obtained three quotes prior to entering into a contract with the bar 
management company.  The Acting Clerk advised that the Parish Council, due to 
staffing issues, needed an immediate DPS and a company with bar experience to 
take over the running of the bar service at Arden Hall.  If this could not have been 
provided immediately, it would have necessitated cancellation of contractual events 
where a bar service had been agreed to be provided and for this reason, the 
members took immediate action.  The local resident understood that the Parish 
Council paid a fee of £20 per event to this contractor.  The Acting Clerk advised that 
this was correct and the members could review this arrangement and determine 
whether or not such a fee should be passed onto hirers. 
The local resident referred to signage at the ground and the opening times which 
kept changing.  He was advised that the Deputy Hall Manager had arranged for 
laminated signs to be put up by the wardens. 
The local resident raised the issue of the position of the wardens if they had to 
confront a dog owner to ask them to put their dog on a lead.  Members noted that 
flyers had been produced for the wardens to hand out in any such situation.   
The local resident referred to the issue of guide dogs, in that they need exercise off 
a lead for 45 minutes.  Members considered a request for dogs to be able to use the 
tennis courts for exercise. A member raised the issue of dog fouling and 
contamination.   
The Chairman advised that this would be considered as an agenda item at the next 
Council Meeting. 
8. Hall Manager’s Report 
None Given.  
9. Request for Monitoring Equipment to be installed on the roof of Arden  
Hall 

  Members considered the request for noise monitoring equipment to be installed on  
  The roof of Arden Hall.  A specification had been requested but Birmingham  
  Airport had advised that the roof of Arden Hall was unsuitable for installation of  
  noise monitoring equipment and they were investigating an offer from a local  
  resident for the equipment to be sited in his garden. 

10. Recreation Ground – Dogs off Leads 
An update on the gentleman who was knocked over by a dog in the playing field 
and taken to hospital was awaited. 
11. Spencer Hall – Heaters 

  Members considered the quotation for replacement heaters for the Spencer Hall  
  and also a quotation for the heaters to be removed.   
  Members confirmed Monday 10th December at 2.00 pm for the meeting with the  
  Borough Council’s Senior Compliance and Maintenance Manager.to discuss the  
  Service Level Agreement.   
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12. Tree Surgery – The Village Green 
Members noted the issues with chestnuts from the Chestnut Trees on the Village 
Green and noted that the mobile warden had been requested to bush the path to 
remove the chestnuts.  Members had regard to the plan indicating the trees 
covered by TPO’s. 
13. Bromford Lions – Garage 
Cllr Strong outlined the arrangements for the Cricket Club regarding payment for 
the pavilion, ground and garage and noted that the Cricket Club met with the Hall 
Manager each year to agree the fees. 
The Chairman suggested that fees be considered by a Working Party excluding 
Cllr Strong and Cllr Beechey. 
14. Recreation Ground – Play Equipment 
Members considered allocation of funds for play equipment and consent to an 
application being made for funding.  The estimated cost of equipment was 
£26,000 less any grant funding which may be obtainable from Awards for All 
subject to a maximum of £10,000.  No agreement was reached. 
15. Entrance to playing field from Hungerfield Road 
Members considered the complaint from a resident who was locked in the playing 
field on the 31st October.  She had tried the telephone numbers given in the 
pavilion, but no-one had answered and she had had to telephone her husband to 
get him to come down to Arden Hall to arrange for staff to let her out.  Her concern 
was that it could have been a child locked in or someone not able to contact Arden 
Hall.    
RESOLVED:- that the Hall Manager ensure that the mobile telephones provided 
for the wardens were switched on and the wardens contactable during working 
hours and to ensure that this is not repeated and wardens are made aware of the 
consequences of not answering their mobile telephones or the telephones at 
Arden Hall.  An apology to be sent to the resident. 
16. Hob Farm – Arrangements for opening/closing 
Members noted that the Acting Clerk and Hall Manager had met with the park 
wardens to discuss requirements for the gates to be opened and closed at Hob 
Farm and agreement reached.  The wardens would leave the pavilion at 3.30 pm 
to close Hob Farm, and return to the playing field to lock up the ground, having 
checked that the grounds were empty prior to being locked.  The Hall Manager to 
monitor the situation. 
17. Consideration of hire fees for new and existing hires 
Consideration of fees for long term existing hirers was discussed. This item to be 
deferred to the end of the meeting. 
18. Spencer Lounge – Asbestos 
Members noted that advice had been sought from the Borough Council’s Property 
Services Team.  No guarantee could be given as to how long the temporary repair 
would last, other than it could last until April/May.  With regard to the budget costs 
provided for the refurbishment of the Spencer Lounge/bar area and adjacent 
corridor area, it was confirmed that all wiring would be replaced as new together 
with all lighting (LED) and accessories. 
RESOLVED: that this item be deferred for further consideration. 

 
 The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20 pm. 


