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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF   
CASTLE BROMWICH PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD IN ARDEN HALL ON 

WEDNESDAY 27TH FEBRUARY 2019 AT 7.30 PM  

 

Those present: 

Chairman: Cllr Mrs Haywood 

Councillors: Cllr J Riordan 
Cllr D Groom    
Cllr J MacDonald 
Cllr E Knibb   
Cllr Mrs J Ward   
Cllr Mrs R Shaikh                    

Cllr K Shaw 
Cllr M Rashid 
Cllr Mrs P Allen   
Cllr S Beechey                       
Cllr A Feeney 
Cllr Mrs A Ahmed

Officers:  Mrs. D Weir, Acting Clerk to the Council 

                            9 members of the public   
1. Public Forum 

A resident raised the children’s play area in the playing field.  The Chairman 
advised that this matter was being progressed and would be discussed during the 
meeting. 
2. Apologies for absence Schedule 12 LGA 1972. 

 

Cllr Strong was absent due to work commitments.  

3. Declarations of pecuniary or conflict of interests 
Section 94 LGA 1972, s106 Local Government Finance Act 1992 and S.27 Localism Act 

2011.  No interests were declared. 

 

4. Dispensations S.33 Localism Act 2011  

None requested.  

5. Exclusion of the Press and Public   
Members noted that the Parish Council may exercise it’s right to exclude the public 
and press by resolution from a meeting due to the confidential nature to be 
discussed pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings Act 1960 

6. Minutes of previous Meetings LGA 1972 Sch 12 para 41(1) 

RESOLVED: that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 30th January 2019 be 

approved. 
7. Questions from Councillors 

Cllr Riordan referred to the gate on Water Orton Road opening onto Delamare 
Road and his request for the passageway which was full of rubbish to be removed 
as it was parish council land.  The Acting Clerk advised that she would check why it 
had not been cleared with the Hall Manager. 
Cllr Mrs Allen advised that she wished to state publicly that she had resigned from 
the Poppy Appeal in January 2018 and had nothing to do with the Poppy Appeal. 
Members discussed the Play area and the various options and it was agreed to 
consider the options further at Leisure Services Committee. 

8. Communications 
Recent correspondence and bulletins had been circulated, including: Borough 
Council Press Releases – Council ‘vows’ to give people more options on their 
wedding day / Council Leaders sign new Young Carers Promise / Solihull rough 
sleepers – response from Cllr Dicicco / Planned works to the A452 Kenilworth 
Road / Planning Portal – RTPI urges planners to protect ancient woodlands / 
Solihull Area Committee – notification of parish and town council conference 19th 
March / LGRC Conference 21st June / Newsletter Government announces plans to 
tackle illegal traveller sites and WALC/NALC Newsletters / Birmingham Airport – 
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CAA Decision on Runway 33 departure procedures. 
Cllr Riordan declared an interest in the following item, but members requested he 
remain in the meeting.    
9. Citizens Advice Solihull Borough – Request for Donation. 

Members considered the request from Citizens Advice for funding to keep their 
services going and the offer for a representative to attend a Parish Council 
Meeting. 
RESOLVED: A representative from Citizens Advice be asked to attend the next 

Parish Council Meeting. 
Cllr Riordan took no part in the discussion or voting on this item. 
10. Grounds Maintenance Tender  
Members considered the quotations received and following a general discussion: 
RESOLVED: that a) the Grounds Maintenance Contract be awarded to the lowest 
tenderer, Fairways Contracting Ltd for a period of 4 years and b) the Council 
monitor more closely the work being undertaken. 
The following item was considered under confidential terms. 
11.Advice on Property Matters  
RESOLVED: that this item be deferred to a Working Party comprising of Cllrs 

Groom, Riordan, Mrs Allen and Ms Ward. 
12.Solihull Area Committee  

Members noted the invitation to the launch of the Parish and Town Council’s 
Charter on Tuesday, 19th March at the Studio, the Core, Solihull. 
13.Card Machine  

Members advised the card machine was intended for the Arden Hall Office to use. 
RESOLVED:  that the Chairman review the proposed use of a card machine in 
consultation with the Clerk. 
14.Spencer Lounge/Hall  
The Acting Clerk advised that although the Council have approved work to be 
carried out to the Spencer Lounge and Hall, there were issues arranging for the 
work to be undertaken as an electrical installation condition report was required. 
The Borough Council had requested confirmation that all gas and electrical 
certificates were in place. Members considered this and other work being 
undertaken under the next item.    
15.Solihull MBC - Service Level Agreement   

Cllr Groom reported on a meeting he had attended with the Acting Clerk and an  
Officer from the Borough Council to consider the Service Level Agreement.  He 
advised that it had been a very productive meeting.  Various points regarding the 
Service Level Agreement had been discussed and the benefit of taking out the 
Agreement. If the Council entered into a Service Level Agreement the Borough 
Council would undertake the electrical condition report.  Any work required to be 
undertaken following the report they would provide a cost for.  He advised that the 
Stock Condition Survey was important to plan for the future in relation to what work 
and costs required can be identified.  The CAD report was required and was an 
additional fee.  He confirmed that the Borough Council would not undertake the 
work in the Spencer Lounge until that part of the premises was safe and the 
building compliant.   
RESOLVED: that the Service Level Agreement be approved for 2019/20 to include 
the CAD report, but excluding the items for gutters and downpipes and stage 
lighting. 
16.Finance and Payments LGA 1972 s150 (5)  

Members noted the latest income and expenditure report, including variances to 
budget and scrutinized the latest bank statements and reconciliations. 
b) Members considered the list of payments and salaries for approval. 
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RESOLVED:- that the payments presented be approved. 
17.Annual Parish Meeting  

Members considered the email from the local resident regarding the Annual Parish 
Meeting and agreed that a new Parish Plan Steering Group be established to 
update the 2013 Parish Plan, to comprise of Cllrs Feeney, MacDonald, Beechey, 
Mrs Shaikh, Mrs Ahmed, the Chairman and Cllr Rashid.  The Chairman advised 
that a presentation would be given at the Annual Parish Meeting on Castle 
Bromwich Hall Gardens Trust, to be held on 30th April 2019.   
18.Circulation of Newsletter  

 Members noted the fee for half a page in the Castle Bromwich Post and discussed 
the layout and format.  
RESOLVED:- this item be deferred to the next meeting for discussion regarding 

proposed layout. 
19.Letter to Parishioners 

Members noted the contents of the draft letter which had been circulated to be 
published in the Castle Bromwich Post. 
20.Draft Asbestos Management Plan 
A copy of the draft Management Plan with amendments had been circulated.  
Members noted this was to be completed and would be included on the next 
Agenda.  Cllr Groom referred to the definition of a ‘Competent Person’.  Cllr Mrs 
Ahmed confirmed that experience was a relevant qualification. 
21.SLCC Fees 

As in previous years, members considered the request for subscription to Society 
of Local Council Clerks. 
RESOLVED:- that payment of the annual subscription to Society of Local Council 
Clerks for the Acting Clerk of £247 and Deputy Clerk of £196 be approved for 
payment. 
22. Request by Cllr Shaw for Hall Hire Fee to be waived 

Cllr Shaw made a request for the hire fee for the Spencer Hall and Spencer Lounge 
and Bar to be waived for fund raising events organized by Supporters of Arden Hall 
to raise funds for new stage curtains for Arden Hall.   
RESOLVED:- that the hall hire fee be waived.   
23. Training 
There were no requests. 
24. Staffing 
Members noted that the Pension Automatic re-enrolment date was to be set, staff 
assessed and notified if enrolment to the pension scheme is required. 
25. Minutes of Leisure Services Committee 

Minutes of previous meetings had been circulated. 
26. Minutes of Finance & General Purposes Committee 

Minutes of previous meetings had been circulated. 
27.Representatives to Outside Bodies  

Cllr Mrs Allen reported on recent meetings she had attended at Castle Bromwich 
Hall Gardens and referred to the planning application submitted by Castle 
Bromwich Hall Hotel.   
28.Report of Officers of the Council  

A copy of the Clerk’s Report had been circulated.  Members noted that if the Parish 
Council require a letter to go to residents with the Council Tax Bills in March 2020 
to all properties in the parish of Castle Bromwich, this would be at a cost of £2,100. 
29. Report of the Chairman 

The Chairman thanked members for their support following the recent successful 
charity quiz.           The Chairman closed the Meeting at 10.00pm. 

 


