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CASTLE BROMWICH PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD IN ARDEN HALL, CASTLE BROMWICH  
ON  

WEDNESDAY 25TH JULY 2018 AT 7.30 PM  

 

Those present: 

Chairman: Cllr Mrs A Haywood 

Councillors: Cllr J Riordan  
Cllr A Feeney   
Cllr D Groom     
Cllr J Riordan                        

 

Cllr K Shaw 
Cllr M Rashid 
Cllr J MacDonald                                 

Officer: Mrs. D Weir, Acting Clerk to the Council 
                           Mrs Yvonne Smith 
                           Members of the Public   6 

  

1. Apologies for absence Schedule 12 LGA 1972.  

RESOLVED: Apologies from Cllrs Knibb, Beechey, Strong, Horkan, Ms Ward, and 
Mrs Shaikh, were accepted for the reasons given.  Cllr Mrs Allen would be 
attending late as she had an earlier meeting. 

 

2. Declarations of pecuniary or conflict of interests 
3. Section 94 LGA 1972, s106 Local Government Finance Act 1992 and S.27 Localism 

Act 2011.  

 

Cllr MacDonald declared an interest in item 6 on the Agenda.  

4. Dispensations S.33 Localism Act 2011  

None requested.  

5. Exclusion of the Press and Public   
The Parish Council may exercise it’s right to exclude the public and press by 
resolution from a meeting due to the confidential nature to be discussed pursuant 
to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 

6. Minutes of the previous Meeting LGA 1972 Sch 12 para 41(1) 
The Minutes of the previous meeting had been tabled.  
RESOLVED: the Minutes of the June Meeting be deferred to the September 
Meeting.   
7. Questions from Councillors. 
The following questions were raised by Cllr MacDonald: 

a) Imbalance between the LSC and Finance Committees to avoid any further 
cancelled meetings and  

b) Membership of Finance Committee 
It was agreed that these items be deferred to the September Meeting. 
c) Cllr Horkan to provide update on discussion with Officer of Aviation 

Environment Federation 
Cllr MacDonald advised that a letter sent to him had been passed to Cllr 
Horkan, but so far Cllr MacDonald had had no reply. Cllr MacDonald was  
requested to forward a copy of the letter to the Chairman and Acting Clerk. 
d) Update with regard to Council’s Data Protection Officer  
Cllr MacDonald noted details of the Data Protection Officer appointed by the 
Parish Council. 
e) Details of ruling by DPO that a breach of GDPR regulations occurred and 
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will this impact in any way on the Parish Council.   
Members noted advice provided by the Council’s DPO that the breach that 
occurred at the meeting was not just names and addresses being recorded, but the 
facial identity of those present.  This information was then openly displayed in a 
public forum without the consent of those individuals. 
The Parish Council was not involved in the breach and having become aware of it 
took all reasonable steps to firstly cause the removal of the publication and to 
inform those present.  The incident did not in any way affect the integrity of the 
Council. 
Cllr MacDonald requested this item be discussed in confidential session at the end 
of the meeting. 
8. Questions from the Public. 
A resident referred to item 11 on the agenda and advised that whilst she was fully 
supportive of the action taken for dogs to be kept on a lead at the Recreation 
Ground, queried the Notice as she felt there should be a signature on it and wanted 
to know under what Byelaw and what Act the Parish Council had banned dogs.  
The Chairman advised while there was no specific legislation per se, the Parish 
Council owned the land and following complaints by members of the public about 
dogs jumping up on young children and the elderly, had taken action to prevent this 
happening.  She referred to incidents involving large dogs off a lead attacking small 
dogs and also incidences of people opening their car doors and letting their dogs 
out to go for a run whilst they stayed in the car and the problems with dog fouling.  
The Chairman advised that it would be specifically considered later in the Agenda 
and with regard to staff, she stated that Parish Council staff are allowed to work 
without being abused, mentally or verbally.   
A resident from Castlehills Drive raised concern at flytipping taking place on Old 
Birmingham Road and problems with vermin. The Chairman advised that she had 
spoken to Ward Cllr Richards about flytipping, and the Parish Council would raise 
this with the Borough Council, in particular a request for the hours of the recycling 
and refuse disposal sites to be extended as it was felt that the increase in flytipping 
was due to the opening hours at Castle Vale and Solihull refuse disposal sites 
being reduced.  Problems were also raised with regard to the size of the compost 
heap at Castle Bromwich Hall Gardens.  Cllr Mrs Allen advised that she would raise 
this with the Hall Gardens Trust.  
A resident from Marlborough Road referred to PAT testing and his conversation 
with the Hall Manager. The Chairman advised this was on the agenda for 
discussion, unfortunately at the last Leisure Services Committee Meeting there had 
not enough time to consider the item.  The resident advised that he had spoken to 
HSE and given the Hall Manager a note to assist her on this.  Discussion continued 
on PAT testing and the competency course to use PAT testing equipment.  A 
resident advised that if Birmingham Road was made one way, this might alleviate 
flytipping. 
A member of the public in attendance thanked the Parish Council for the work 
undertaken at Bradford Gardens to prevent trespass and for the work undertaken 
with regard to the issue of dogs off a lead at the Recreation Ground.  The 
Chairman advised that she would be meeting the Chairman of Leisure Services 
Committee to look at the issues at the Recreation Ground and Pavilion.  An update 
was provided with regard to work being undertaken.      
9. Communications 
Recent correspondence and bulletins had been circulated, including: NALC 
Newsletter / Press Releases from the Borough Council – Changes to Houses in 
Multiple Occupation (HMSO) legislation / Councils recognized in awards for small 
businesses support / West Midlands Pension Fund – Employers’ Briefing Note and 
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Planning Portal. 
10. Defibrillator – Request by Castle Bromwich U3A 
Members considered the request by Castle Bromwich U3A.  The Chairman advised 
that a number of staff had recently attended a first aid course. Members noted that 
the defibrillators are automated and can be used by any competent person without 
training being given, anyone using the defibrillator is talked through what to do and 
given instructions.  Certain staff however, had been instructed on the use of the 
equipment.   
The Chairman proposed the Parish Council purchase two heated metal defibrillator 
cabinets suitable for outdoor use.  
RESOLVED: that the report prepared by Ian Lewis setting out advice be noted and 
the Acting Clerk be authorised to purchase signage and two heated outdoor metal 
defibrillator wall cabinets at a cost of £470 each, the defibrillator at Arden Hall to be 
moved to the foyer and the defibrillator at the Pavilion to be installed on an outside 
wall.  The Hall Manager to ensure that weekly inspections of the defibrillator are 
undertaken and recorded. 
11. Finance Committee - Membership 
Members considered membership of the Finance Committee 
RESOLVED: that this item be considered at the September meeting.  
12. Recreation Ground – Dogs on Leads 
Members reviewed the decision banning dogs off a lead during the park opening 
hours.  
RESOLVED: that dogs be allowed off a lead in the Recreation Ground during the 
hours 8.30am – 10.30 am. 
13. HS2 – Funding available 
Members noted receipt of a letter from the Rt Hon Dame Caroline Spelman MP 
advising of grant funding available from the Associated Community & Environment 
Fund and the Business & Local Economy Fund. 
RESOLVED: that funding be considered by the Working Party reviewing the play 
equipment. 
14. Solihull Open Space and Outdoor Play/Recreation Assessment Town and 
Parish Council Survey  
RESOLVED: that the survey be completed and returned to the Borough Council’s 
Agent.   
15. Finance and Payments LGA 1972 s150(5) 

a) Members noted the latest income and expenditure report, including variances to 
budget and bank reconciliations. 
b) Members considered the list of payments and salaries for approval. 
RESOLVED:- that the payments presented be approved. 
c) Provision of Bookeeper 
Members considered the quotation received from RBS for provision of bookeeping 
service. 
RESOLVED:- that the quotation be accepted at a daily rate of £395 plus mileage. 
d) Members noted a VAT claim had been submitted for £4,371 for the period 1st 
April 2018 to 30th June 2018. 
16. Utility Contract – Renewal                                                                          
Members considered quotations for renewal of provision of gas including a 
quotation provided by Espo. The Espo current Framework had been awarded to 
Total Gas & Power for the period 01 April 2016 to 31 March 2019 and a copy of the 
user guide which outlined the award process and how their framework operates 
had been circulated to members. 
RESOLVED:- that the quotation provided by Total Gas & Power be accepted. 
17. Review and adoption of Parish Documentation 
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RESOLVED: that this item be deferred to the September Council Meeting, the 
Website Media Policy  to be adopted and approved, together with the Retention of 
Documents policy, review and adoption of the remaining parish documentation to 
be deferred to the September Council Meeting. 
18. Chairman’s Charity Quiz – 21st September 2018 
Members noted the arrangements for the Chairman’s Charity Quiz and the 
importance of supporting this event, the proceeds of which were donated to local 
organisations. 
19. Members Allowances Regulations 
RESOLVED: that consideration of payment of the Chairman’s Allowance for the 
current financial year be deferred to the September Meeting. 
20. Items not dealt with at Leisure Services Committee 
a) Projector Room Equipment 
Members noted that any further work could not continue to the equipment in the 
projector room until such time as the asbestos work had been completed. 
b) Asbestos Report 
Members noted the report given by Ian Lewis. 
c) Electrics – Conditional Report 
Members noted the report given by Ian Lewis. 
d) Stage Curtains – Quotation: Curtain track and Winder Guard 
Members considered the quotation for a winder guard to be supplied and fitted and 
new wire rope to be supplied and fitted together with repair of the curtain track.   
Members noted that the work required was specialized, also that there may be a 
delay with work being undertaken pending receipt of the survey from EML. 
RESOLVED: that the quotation from Cameo Curtains be accepted in the sum of 
£1190.70. 
e) Fuse box in kitchen 
Members noted that samples had been taken and the survey from EML was 
awaited. 
f) Boiler Room – Quotation 
Members noted that the Acting Clerk had been asked to obtain further quotations 
for the work.  Other contractors had been contacted, but once they realized that 
scaffolding was required they had not been interested in submitting a quotation.  
(Item 22 refers). 
20. Pat Testing Machine – Quotations 
Members considered three quotations provided for the Pat Testing Machine which 
also included the Asset Register.   
RESOLVED:- that the quotation from PASS (Portable Appliance Safety Services) 
Ltd be accepted for a Pat Testing Machine and Asset Register in the sum of £1,040 
to include training. 
21. ASSET Register – Quotation 
Item 20 refers.  
22. Hot Water Supply 
Council noted that the Acting Clerk had received a quotation which had been 
broken down into 3 options a) £640 to replace both ball valves in the heating 
expansion tank and cold feed tank which included parts, labour and scaffold hire,  
b) £820 to replace both immersion heaters, replace the secondary pump, re wire, 
change the gate valve and fit drain off to aid future maintenance and a further 
quotation should the cylinder be damaged and the immersions could not be 
extracted.  She had used the financial regulations delegated powers below to 
action the repairs to the boiler and cylinder and for work to be progressed. 
4.5. In cases of extreme risk to the delivery of council services, the clerk may 
authorise revenue expenditure on behalf of the council which in the clerk’s 
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judgement it is necessary to carry out. Such expenditure includes repair, 
replacement or other work, whether or not there is any budgetary provision for the 
expenditure, subject to a limit of [£5000]. The Clerk shall report such action to the 
chairman as soon as possible and to the council as soon as practicable thereafter. 
(Health & Safety of users clarified as an extreme risk). 
Members noted that the Borough Council’s Environment Department had 
confirmed that Arden Hall should be closed until hot water could be provided. 
23. Report of the Leisure Services Committee 
The Minutes of the last meeting had been circulated. 
24. Report of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 
Members noted the last meeting had not been quorate. 
25. Representatives to Outside Bodies 
Cllr MacDonald had attended the Birmingham Airport Drop in Session on 17th July 
regarding the Airport Noise Action Plan and a copy of his report was circulated to 
members.  
26. Report of Officers of the Council 
Members noted the Acting Clerk’s Report with regard to item 22 and also the 
recent Fire Risk Assessment undertaken which had been copied to all members for 
the health and safety implications for the pavilion to be addressed. 
27. Report of the Chairman 
None given.  

The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.00 pm in accordance with Standing 
Orders. 

 

  

 


